
Rep. Antonio F.D. Cabral 
 
13th Bristol District (D-New Bedford) 
Chairman, Committee on Bonding, Capital Expenditures and State Assets 
State House, Room 466 
Boston, MA 02133 
617-722-2017 

 
State Representative Antonio F.D Cabral (D-New Bedford) was first elected to the 
Massachusetts House of Representatives in 1990 and is now serving his eleventh term 
representing the City of New Bedford.  Rep. Cabral is the Chairman of the Committee on 
Bonding, Capital Expenditures and State Assets and has previously chaired four other 
legislative committees. 
 
He has sponsored and co-sponsored many bills to improve the lives of Massachusetts 
families, including legislation to allow paid family leave to new parents, and is a strong 
advocate for public investments in schools, public transportation and economic 
development for Massachusetts cities.  He is responsible for laws requiring open and 
transparent government, allowing pretrial detention for serious gun law violations, 
requiring members of the clergy to report child abuse to the state, requiring school 
employees to report bullying, creating safe havens for newborn babies at risk of 
abandonment, providing state aid to legal immigrants in response to the end of federal 
assistance in 1996 and ensuring health insurance coverage for legal immigrants through 
the Medicaid and Commonwealth Care Insurance programs. 
 
Rep. Cabral led the fight in the United States for the independence of Timor Leste, filing 
legislation regulating state contracts and investments with companies doing business with 
or in Indonesia.  He took decisive action to convince the Massachusetts Congressional 
Delegation, Congress and the Clinton Administration to resolve the East Timor crisis.  He 
also led the successful fight to divest Massachusetts pension funds from oil companies 
supporting the government of Iran. 
 
Rep. Cabral is a recipient of numerous awards from state and community organizations for 
his leadership and outstanding service to his constituents.  In 1999, the President of 
Portugal named Rep. Cabral a Commander of the Order of Prince Henry the Navigator, the 
highest civilian award given by the Republic of Portugal.  Rep. Cabral began his career as a 
public school teacher.  He is a graduate of the University of Massachusetts-Dartmouth and 
attended graduate studies at Brown University.   


